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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 

CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Brian Bembenick on June 17, 1999. 

2. The application has beenamended as follows: 

a) In claim 13, insert a comma (,) directly after "acrylic". 

b) In claim 14, delete the term "and" which appears after "bromopropane". 



c)lAmend claim >5^as follows: 



(js) [l^m 7he composition according to claim 1, wherein the solvent consists essentially 
of 40-90%, by total volume of the composition, 1-bromopropane, and wherein the resin consists 
essentially of 5-35% of a hydrocarbon resin, and 5-25%) of [a resin, the resin comprising] at least 
one of styrene-butadiene, polychloroprene, polyvinyl chloride, acrylic, epoxy, urethane, 
nitrocellulose, or styrene resins. 




d)| Amend claim ^as follows: 



= -r 'T i> 

I ^ The composition according to [claim 1] claim i^ wherem the [a portion of the] 
hydrocarbon resin is selected from the group of olefin, rosin ester, and terpene. 



3(0 



[Art U nit: 1721 



e) Amend claim jj^as follows: 

— ^ ^ 

(m)^^ * A zero-VOC cleaning composition consisting essentially of the zero-VOC 



solvent, [wherein the zero-VOC solvent] t-butyl acetate. 



Response to Amendment 

The following is in response to Applicant's amendment and arguments filed on April 22, 
1999, and entered as Paper No. 6. Claims 1-40 are now pending in the instant Application. 

The rejection of claims 1-26 under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph is withdrawn in view of 
Applicants amendment to claims to describe the zero-VOC solvents as zero-VOC and "non 
ground based ozone forming." Also, Applicant explain the benchmark requirement to qualify 
solvents as zero-VOC. 

The rejection of claims 1 and 25 under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph is withdrawn in 
view of Applicant's amendment to the claims to delete the term "generally". 

The rejection of claims 5 and 7 under 35 U.S.C 112, second paragraph is withdrawn in 
view of Applicant's amendment to the claims to place them in proper Markusch format. 

The rejection of claim 6 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph is withdrawn in view of 
Applicant's rewording of the claim to clarify the solvent component of the composition. 
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The rejection of claims 1 1-15, and 17 imder 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph is 
withdrawn in view of Applicant's amendment to the claims to rewrite the phrase "further 
consisting of. 

The rejection of claim 25 under 35 U.S.C. 102b is withdrawn in view of Applicant's 
argument that the solvent composition of Boyles '676 contains mineral spirits which are very 
strong volatile organic compounds, whereas, the solvents used in Applicant's instant invention 
are zero-VOC solvents. 

The rejection of claims 1-5, 7, 25 and 26 under 35 U.S.C. 103, in view of Rowe '762 is 
withdrawn in view of Applicant's arguments that the solvent-resin composition of Rowe '762 
requires the presence of solvents such as monochlorotoluene which are volatile organic solvents, 
which Applicant's instantly claimed composition avoid using. Applicant also argues that Rowe 
'762 does not provide suggestion or motivation to remove the VOC solvents and that the Rowe 
'762 reference does not suggest that the compositions would be effective cleaning compositions 
without such VOC solvents. 

The rejection of claims 1-5,7, 8, 19 and 20 under 35 U.S.C. 103 in view of Toyama '185 
and Boyles '676 is withdrawn in view of Applicant's arguments that neither reference suggests 
the removal of the VOC solvents present in the solvent compositions disclosed in the references. 
Thus, Applicant's claimed invention, which consists essentially of zero-VOC solvents, would not 
be obvious in view of Toyama '185 and Boyles '676. 




Application/Control Number: 09/022,779 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 1721 

The rejection of claims 23 and 24 under 35 U.S.C. 103 in view of Dwyer et al '970 and 
Ashida '893 is withdrawn in view of Applicant's amendment to the claims to delete "1,2- 
dichloro-ljljl-trifluoroethane". Thus, the claims as amended would not have been obvious, in 
view of Dwyer et al '970 and Ashida '873. 



3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Applicant's claimed 
invention is allowable over the prior art of reference because the prior art of reference do not 
teach or suggest compositions for cleaning, adhesives, blowing agents, coatings, or inks, which 
contain only zero-VOC solvents. The compositions of the prior art reference all contain solvents 
which cannot be considered zero-VOC. Applicant's claimed invention solves the environmental 
problems caused by the use of prior art compositions which contain volatile solvents and solvents 
which result in ozone depletion. 

Therefore, for the reasons set forth above, Applicant's claimed invention is deemed to be 
allowable over the prior art of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to LaToya Cross whose telephone number is (703) 305-7260. 



Lie 

June 19, 1999 






